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Self-perception in the Digital Age. Internet Use and Class Identification Bias

FANG Changchun, MA Yixuan
(School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: In the era of digitalization, the widespread adoption of the Internet significantly changes individuals’ concep-
tions of their social standing, affects people’s subjective class identification, and leads to the inconsistency between some
people’s subjective class identification and objective stratum. Departing from prior studies that primarily focused on status deter-
minism, the current research concentrates on investigating the impact of Internet usage on the propensity for class identification
bias among the Chinese populace. Through a comprehensive analysis of aggregated data derived from Chinese General Social
Survey (CGSS) conducted in 2015, 2017, and 2018, our findings indicate that individuals who engage in frequent Internet us-
age exhibit a heightened inclination towards perceiving a downward bias in their class identification compared to those who em-
ploy the Internet sparingly. Moreover, the effects of Internet usage on class identification bias are contingent upon various fac-
tors such as age, income, educational attainment, occupation, and perception of social mobility. This exploration of class iden-
tification bias in relation to Internet usage not only serves as a crucial complement to elucidating the
mechanisms underlying such biases but also provides further insights into the societal transformations en-
gendered by technological advancements. The Internet has had an influence on people’s concept con-

struction.

Key words: class identification bias; subjective class identification; Internet use; social stratification
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