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Chinese Path to Modernization Overcoming the Dilemma of

Latin American Modernization

LAN Yang
(School of Marxism, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Since the second half of the 20th century, Latin American countries have encountered a series of difficulties in
their modernization process. The root cause lies in the failure to properly handle the relationship between the general laws of
modernization and domestic characteristics, as well as external and internal modernization. In sharp contrast, the Chinese path
to modernization has successfully solved the drawbacks of the Latin American model in seven aspects: leadership, core objec-
tives, development strategy, political system, cultural construction, environmental protection, and internal and external rela-
tionships, and has generated new plans for “comprehensive modernization” and *endogenous modernization”. Therefore, the
Chinese modernization and Latin American modernization respectively represent the typical practices of the developing countries
in their pursuit of modernization under different time and space conditions, and their different fates can be used as key samples
for comparative studies. From the perspective of comparative research, the Chinese modernization is not only the only way to a-
chieve the great rejuvenation of China, but also transcends the binary opposition between the universality
of modernization and the particularity of the individual path, setting a new model for the world, especial-
ly for the developing countries.

Key words: development dilemma; Latin American modernization; Chinese modernization; new

forms of human civilization
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