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Study on Regulation of Faculty-to-Student Romantic Relationship

ZHU Guangxing, LUO Xiang
(School of Criminal Justice, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Due to the discrepancy of power between faculty members and students, student could not give informed con-
sent to the faculty-to-student romantic relationship. The professor might abuse his power to favor the student in this relation-
ship, which is unfair to the other students. Such relationship also brings negative effects to the normal study environment and
the reputation of the university. The boundary between faculty-to-student romantic relationship and sexual harassment is indis-
tinct and it is easy to turn the former relationship into sexual harassment. This study introduces how the American universities
regulate such romantic relationship, explores the justification and necessity of such regulation in China and then suggests regu-
lating approaches in China. Faculty members in a supervisory role should be banned to have romantic relationship with
students. If the faculty member is not in such a position, then the faculty/student relationship should be
strongly discouraged. Meanwhile, the university should clarify the scope of the regulation, the responsi-
bility, precautions in advance and post-processing steps to deal with such situations.

Key words: faculty-to-student romantic relationship; sexual consent; sexual harassment; Law on

the Protection of the Women’s Rights; university autonomy
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