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On the Supplementary Investigation in the Trial Stage.

Based on Article 274 of the Criminal Procedure Law Interpretation of 2021

BU Yangyang
(School of Criminal Law, Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xi’an 710100, China)

Abstract; The supplementary investigation in the trial stage is often questioned due to a series of legal consequences,
such as interruption of trial activities and reversal of proceedings, and deviation from the separation of charge and trial, the e-
quality of charge and defense, especially the basic principles of the trial centered litigation system reform. Based on article 274
of the criminal procedure law interpretation of 2021, the analysis about the supplementary investigation in the trial stage should
not be simply stipulated by criminal legislation, cannot be countered by the possible adverse effects of specifications. We
should have a rational and neutral attitude, use a diverse and logical method, and return to the realistic context of criminal legal
norms and criminal procedure system reform to explain the issue, respond to many doubts under the supplementary investigation
system in the trial stage, and use this as a basis. Under the guidance of perfecting the system ontology and optimizing the sup-
porting mechanism, the progressive reform path of clarifying the conditions or standards of the application for supplementary in-
vestigation, limiting the scope of missing evidence of supplementary investigation according to the theory
of object identity of criminal procedure, resuming the substantive review before trial, and strengthening
the interpretation of the judgment based on documented evidence is proposed.

Key words: supplementary investigation; supplementary investigation at the trial stage; lack of evi-

dence adjudication; methods of handling suspicious cases
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