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On the Dual Form of Acoustic Beauty
QI Zhi-xiang
(Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Center for Aesthetic Studies, Shanghai 201701, China)

Abstract: To analyze and value of the acoustic beauty, we must acknowledge the difference between the beauty of form
and the beauty of implication. The so-called “acoustic beauty” refers to the beauty of the sound that directly evokes pleasure in
the sense of hearing. It is actually represented as the beauty in the form evoking acoustic pleasure and the beauty in the impli-
cation enriched by human imagination, association, and understanding. This article explores into the physical foundation and
the physiological mechanism of the acoustic beauty from the musical perspectives of frequency, pitch, volume, tone and quali-
ty. It then discusses the beauty of form from the musical perspectives of melody, harmony and rhythm and the beauty of impli-
cation on the basis of understanding, imagination and association. Finally the author puts forward his aesthetic view of the dual
form that integrates both the acoustic beauty and the implication beauty free from unbalanced biases.
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