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Coalition and Re-construction; A Case Study of Development Path on

Community Foundation The Perspective of Resource Dependence Theory

ZHU Zhi-wei
(School of Social and Public Administration, East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237, China)

Abstract: The community foundation has positive impact on activating and building social capital, integrating community
resources, meeting some vulnerable groups” demand, and responding to local problems. However, influenced by resources and
environment, community foundations to achieve the above functions will choose a different path of development, of which the

action logic behind is rarely involved. Based on the resource dependence theory, a case study is conducted by analyzing the ex-
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ternal coalition and internal reconstruction of the community foundation. The objective of this study is to find potential action
reason for the path selection of the community foundation. Results indicate that influenced by the organizational environment,
the community foundation is forced to adopt emotional relationships, cognitive choices and resource acquisitions and consensus-
building strategies. Meanwhile, the community foundation will adjust the interior structure, diversify the financing channels,
resort to political compromise to influence and change the environment for increasing the developing potential of the community
foundation.

Key words: coalition; re-construction; community foundation; strategy selection
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