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Why Do Social Work Practice Research?

GU Xue-bin
(Faculty of Health and Social Sciences, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong 999077, China)

Abstract: Social work practice research focuses on researching all kinds of social work practice, including social work
practice teaching, practitioner self-inquiry, and also social work services. In this article, first the dilemma of social work re-
search in China will be analyzed; then the nature and position of social work research will be clarified; finally the procedure of
practice research will be introduced. In short, the author intends to argue that as social work is a practice-oriented discipline,
the creation of social work knowledge is for achieving social work professional goal and its research is practical and practice-ori-
ented.
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