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It is Better for the Doer to Undo What He Has Done:

The Causes and Solutions of Entrepreneurial Identity Anxiety under the Epidemic Outbreak
ZHANG Min
(School of Business, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China)

Abstract ; In the face of major epidemic, the small and micro enterprises ( SMEs ) confronted more severe innovation challenges
and the entrepreneurial identity anxiety becomes a constant phenomenon. This study focuses on the specific context of the epidemic
outbreak and regards the expectation of political and business relations as a logical starting point for inducing entrepreneurial identity
anxiety. From the external institutional environment and market environment in which enterprises are located, it explores feasible
ways to resolve entrepreneurial identity anxiety and promote innovation in SMEs. The study finds that entrepreneurs’ perception of
political and business relations is an important source of identity anxiety. The relationship between entrepreneurial identity anxiety
and SMEs’ innovative intention will be affected by the dual adjustment effect of policy confidence and network embedding behavior.
Because entrepreneurial identity anxiety is difficult to avoid, more confidence in the policy can effectively alleviate the entrepreneur-
ial identity anxiety caused by the perception of political and business relations. After the resumption of production activities following
the outbreak, the institutionalized interactions between SMEs should be strengthened, thenetwork embedding behavior can reshape
the identity of entrepreneurs in formal business interactions, maintain the effective boundaries of entrepreneurial identity anxiety,
and promote SMEsto achieve continuous innovation.
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