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The Legal Nature of the Sharing Bicycle Prepaid Deposit and Its Legal Regulation
CHEN Rong
(School of Public Administration and Law, Changan University, Xi’an 710064, China)

Abstract: As an innovation of the Internet business model, the sharing bicycle deposit has changed the prepaid deposit collec-
tion mode and the mismatch of the return period, resulting in a new kind of financial deposit method in the market. The “exemp-
tion” and “second retreat” modes encouraged by the Ministry of Communications are suspected of being unfounded and overregulat-
ed. The prepaid deposit can be characterized as a money pledge based on the jurisprudence and the interests of all parties, so that
the deposit property belongs to the user. And by satisfying the necessity and specificity of establishing the money pledge, the third
party escrow is strengthened to strengthen the shared bicycle companies’ account isolation and proper custody of the prepaid deposit,
and enhance the transparency of deposit collection, deposit and return information, and make reasonable use of the deposit. The es-
tablishment of an industry risk fund and simplification of the unified supervision body to effectively protect the property security of
the shared economy prepaid deposit is proposed.
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