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Alike or Not?
A Study on the Mediating Effect of Partner Similarity in

Horizontal Transportation Collaboration
ZHANG Xiao-yan'”, HAI Feng'
(1. Economics and Management School, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Lanzhou University of Arts and Science, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The horizontal collaboration between competitive transport enterprises in the transport business can effectively reduce
the costs and improve the benefits of logistics industry. However, “inappropriate” partners often lead to a high failure rate, and the
“partner similarity” is introduced to measure this fitness. The results of the study on transport enterprises located in western China
show that the horizontal transportation collaboration can improve the performance of the enterprises, and the relationship is signifi-
cantly moderated by the enterprise scale and geographical position in which the transport enterprises are located. In addition, the
“ partner similarity” in the three dimensions fully mediates the main effect of the horizontal transportation collaboration on the enter-
prise performance improvement. The capability and cultural similarities among cooperative partners are significant and the market
similarity is insignificant.

Key words: logistics cluster; transport enterprises; partner similarity ; horizontal transportation collaboration
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