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Research of Rural Residents’ Online Shopping Behavior

Testing the Hypothesis of the Demonstration Effects of Urban Consumption
XU Zhi-gang, ZHOU Ning, YI Fu-jin
(College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: It is important to understand the rural residents’ acceptance of online shopping with the rapid development of E-Busi-
ness in China. This study examines the demonstration effects of urban consumption on rural residents’ online shopping behavior di-
rectly and indirectly. Our results show that the direct effects depend on the external levels of jobs in which rural residents intend to
follow urban residents’ shopping trend when they frequently interact each other. Indirect effects play a role through internal house-
hold or communities. Overall, the effect within household is much stronger than the one through communities.
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